[Omission and Withdrawal of Vital Care. ¿Killing or Letting Die? An Approach From the Moral and Legal Criteria of Action Tipification].
This work aims at two objectives. Firstly, at identifying the basic criterions that underlie the conceptual distinction between letting die, on the one hand, and killing by omitting or withdrawing vital care (VCO), on the other. Secondly, at identifying the reasonableness conditions of public interference on the decision either to reject or to withdraw vital care. Based upon a theory of action inspired in the works of John Finnis, Martin Rhonheimer and Elisabeth Anscombe, it is argued that the moral criteria of typification and individuation of VCO is analogous but not identical to the corresponding legal criteria. Assuming this distinction, I suggest a three steps reasonableness test for public interference on the decision to omit or withdraw vital care.